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FOREIGN PRIORITY 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in GERMANY on 07/09/2002. 
102 REJECTIONS 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was descrit)ed in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is detennined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Narasimham et. al., U.S.P. No.6,446,192. 

Narasimham et. al. 192' teaches (Figs. 1-1 2) an an'angement for connecting an 
optical fiber waveguide 32 to a microprocessor-controlled electrical appliance 
comprising: an arithmetic module 38 which is connected to an electrical appliance and 
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has network functionalities for linking the electrical appliance to a network, am interface 
chip/module 36 (the chip can support ASIC functionalities) connected to the arithmetic 
module in the form of an integrated circuit chip wherein the interface chip/module can 
also be inclusive of optical transmission/reception chip which is connected to an optical 
waveguide and the interface chip can include other functional modules that can provide 
network functionalities , which clearly, fully meets Applicant's claimed limitations. 
ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as containing allowable subject matter and 
would be considered allowable If they are rewritten or amended to include the 
limitations of the independent claims and any intervening claims. None of the references 
of record teaches or suggests includes an interface chip of EPLD and FPGA. 

A copy of PTO-1449 will be included In this office action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Wijma et. al., U.S.P. No.US 2002/0009920 A1 (Figs.1-5), 
Eisenbrandt et. a!.. U.S.P. No.5,818.428 (Figs.1-11) and Erbse et. al.. U.S.P. No. 
6,071,015 (Figs. 1-1 2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian M. Healy whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2347. The examiner can normally be reached on Compressed schedule Tues.- 
Thurs.7AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on (571)272-2415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brian M. Healy 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2883 




